A Greater Spotetd Eagle Aquila clanga was rehabilited and released in the UAE. The bird was fitted with a solar-powered satellite transmitter and succesfully tracked from the Arabian Peninsula over Iran to Kazahstan and back to Pakistan.
Fig. 1. Movements of a Greater Spotted Eagle
Aquila clanga rehabilitated at the Breeding Centre for Endangered Arabian Wildlife, Sharjah (updated on 15 September 2010). regained her strength she was prepared for release. In collaboration with colleagues at the National Avian Research Centre (NARC) and the International Fund for Houbara Conservation (IFHC) in Sweihan, Abu Dhabi, a 30 g solar-powered satellite transmitter was fitted to the eagle. The satellite transmitter was a PTT-100 Solar Argos/GPS transmitter manufactured by Microwave Telemetry Inc. from Columbia, MD 21045, USA. On 6 November 2008 the eagle was taken to the Malaiha road towards Kalba and released in the Hajar Mountains (26°59'12.76N, 56°17'48.7E). The first tracking results were received two days after release and showed that she had flown over the mountains into Oman. She subsequently flew for two days into the Empty Quarter in Saudi Arabia before returning to Oman.
She spent a month in Oman foraging around a rubbish dump before flying back to the UAE, following the coast up to Kuwait on 28 February 2009. She then made another ten-day foray into Saudi Arabia, before spending almost a month in central Iran. (Fig. 1) . She remained in this region until 19 April 2010, before moving north into Afghanistan, Tajikistan, and into central Kazakhstan by 6 September 2010. Results to date suggest that rehabilitation of an exhausted migratory raptor can result in the resumption of apparently normal behaviour, and that satellite tracking is an effective way of providing information on movements of migrating raptors.
